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From the Editor 
 
Every issue of Muscogiana is filled with unique and often forgotten stories that serve as windows 
to our region’s colorful past. So it is in this edition of the journal, which showcases some excellent 
research into individual lives most readers will probably know little about, but are sure to find enriches 
their understanding of life in the lower Chattahoochee Valley of Georgia and Alabama during the time in 
which the subjects called this area home. The articles’ shared theme, accidental but nonetheless 
significant, centers on the comings and goings of people in the Columbus area in the nineteenth century. 
Some of these migrations were by choice, and some by force, but all illuminate a part of our past. 
Our first article, a listing of former slave emigrants to Liberia from Columbus in 1867 compiled by 
Callie McGinnis and Dan Olds, is a valuable reference source for genealogists and area historians. But the 
piece is also a powerful testament to a troubled era in our past, and serves as a poignant reminder of the 
lengths freedmen were willing to go to in pursuit of deeply held notions of freedom. The Columbus area 
holds the distinction of being the departure point for some of the largest groups of emigrants to the 
African colony founded specifically for former American slaves in the years after the Civil War, a 
phenomena chronicled in an excellent book by local scholar Matt McDaniels (Emigration to Liberia From 
the Chattahoochee Valley of Georgia and Alabama, 1853-1903). Here, listed with names, ages, and 
occupations, is in many cases all we know about the people who voluntarily took a chance on a new life 
on another continent during a tumultuous period in local history.  
Daniel Bellware’s most recent contribution to the journal appears next, in which he continues to 
unearth compelling stories from Columbus’ past. Here he rescues from obscurity a colorful character 
named Frank Bambush. Bambush’s remarkable story, involving being brought to Georgia aboard an 
infamous slave ship only to later become a respected member of local society and thrive in a world we 
know all too little about, is portrayed through the bits of information Bellware teases out of scattered 
sources. It is a stellar piece of scholarship that reveals just how much there still is to learn about the 
post-Civil War years in Columbus. 
We round our articles in this edition with a thoughtful piece by Rod Hinton, who reflects on the 
life experience of a man named Dan Collins who literally saw the downtown Columbus-Phenix City 
riverfront take shape as a rather one-sided regional industrial center. While the Georgia side of the river 
boomed, the Alabama side remained undeveloped. It is a story of what became and what might have 
been wrapped up in one interesting life.  
As always, we conclude up by providing an update on what is happening at the CSU Archives and 
review a book which will be of interest to our readers. We appreciate your continuing support, and 
encourage you to submit articles at any time! 




Columbus to Africa:  
A List of Local African Americans who Emigrated to Liberia 
In the Fall of 1867 
 
Introduction by Callie B. McGinnis 





Liberia in 1870, courtesy of the Library of Congress. 
 
     The African colony of Liberia was established as an outgrowth of the efforts of the American 
Colonization Society (ACS), an organization which had been founded as “the American Society for 
Colonizing the Free People of Color in the United States” in 1816. The mission of the ACS, put simply, 
was to send free African Americans to Africa. The ACS colony, established in 1822 on the west coast of 
Africa, eventually became the country of Liberia.1 
 
 
1 “Colonization,” The African-American Mosaic, Library of Congress. 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam002.html#targetText=The%20American%20Colonization%20Society%20(
ACS,the%20independent%20nation%20of%20Liberia, accessed September 9, 2019. 
2 
 
     Nineteenth-century whites and blacks had varying opinions of the ACS and their colonization efforts: 
 
Some blacks supported emigration because they thought that black Americans would never receive 
justice in the United States. Others believed African-Americans should remain in the United States 
to fight against slavery and for full legal rights as American citizens. Some whites saw colonization 
as a way of ridding the nation of blacks, while others believed black Americans would be happier in 
Africa, where they could live free of racial discrimination. Still others believed black American 
colonists could play a central role in Christianizing and civilizing Africa.2 
 
     The ACS sent its first ship, the Elizabeth, with eighty-eight free black settlers and three ACS officers to 
the western coast of Africa, on February 6, 1820.3 The voyage was disastrous, with many passengers 
dying, and the emigrants being forced to settle on an island off the west coast of Africa. A few years later 
this group was able to move to the designated colony (later, Liberia) and afterwards, for the next eighty 
years or so, other black emigrants joined them.4 Up until 1864, about 10,500 American blacks had been 
transported to Liberia by the ACS.5 After the Civil War until 1904 about 4,000 more were sent, bringing 
the grand total of Americo-Liberians resettled by the ACS to about 15,000.6  
 
 
Notice of sailing of colonization society ship which appeared in the New York Evening Post, February 7, 1820, 2, 
courtesy of www.genealogybank.com, accessed September 15, 2019. 
 
     Of those 15,000 Liberian emigrants, about 500 of them, transported in 1867 and 1868, were from 
Columbus, Georgia. The purpose of this article is to provide a list of the first group of those emigrants 
(235 in number), who departed the United States on November 18, 1867, on the Golconda, from 
Charleston, South Carolina. A list of the remaining Columbus emigrants will be published in the next issue 
of Muscogiana. 
 
2 “Colonization.” Readers wanting to explore the history of the American Colonization Society will find many 
interesting  online articles posted by organizations such as the Library of Congress, PBS and the Smithsonian.  Also, 
the Hathitrust Digital Library, a collaborative repository of digital content from major research libraries, has published 
68 volumes of the ACS’s journal, The African Repository, 1826 – 1892, at 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009993477.   
3 “Founding of Liberia, 1847,” Milestones in the History of U.S. Foreign Relations. Office of the Historian, Foreign 
Service Institute, U.S. Department of State.  https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/liberia, accessed  
September 15, 2019. 
4 “Founding of Liberia, 1847.”  
5 Peter John Murzda, “The American Colonization Society and Emigration to Liberia, 1865 – 1904” (master’s thesis, 
University of Wisconsin, 1972), 117. https://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/38199, accessed September 15, 2019. 
Note: The actual figure for this period is 10,761. 
6 Ibid., 119. Note:  Last ship sent by ACS had five emigrants; left from New York in 1904; Ibid., iii. Note: The actual 
figure for this period is 4,093; Adding up Murzda’s figures, the actual count is 14,854. 
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     This list was obtained from the African Repository, Volume 43 (1867).7 The heading for the list reads: 
“List of Emigrants for Liberia, by the ship Golconda, from Charleston, S.C., November 18, 1867, From 
Columbus, Georgia, for Bexley, Grand Bassa County.” The list was transcribed verbatim, with one 
exception: last names were listed first (to make it easier to distinguish family groups). 
 
No. Last  First Middle   Age Occupation           Education Religion 
1 Brooks William J. 42 Cook Read & Write  
2 Brooks Arminta C. 32  Read & Write Baptist 
3 Whittaker Jos G. 26  Carpenter Read Methodist 
4 Whittaker Hannah A. 30   Methodist 
5 Bell Mary A. 42  Read Methodist 
6 Bell Nora  22  Read & Write Methodist 
7 Bell Stewart  16  Read & Write 
8 Sullivan Richard  28 Blacksmith 
9 Sullivan Eliza  23   Methodist 
10 Shivers Arthur  72 Minister Read & Write Baptist 
11 Shivers Celia  71   Baptist 
12 Johnson Cudgel  35 Farmer Read 
13 Johnson Patsy  27   Methodist 
14 Johnson Cudgel, Jr.  16  Read & Write 
15 Johnson George  13 
16 Johnson William  12 
17  Johnson David  8 
18 Lamar Anna  26  Read Methodist 
19 Lamar Chesley  15  Read & Write 
20 Lewis Henry  30 Gardener 
 






21 Lewis Sarah  28  Read Methodist 
22 Lewis Mary  11 
23 Lewis Octavia  9 
24 Lewis Henry  4 
25 Roberts Robert  43 Farmer 
26 Roberts Amanda  39 
27 Roberts Levi  19 Farmer 
28 Roberts Jefferson  7 
29 Roberts Nancy  5 
30 Roberts Mary  2 
31 Roberts Robert, Jr.  6 mo 
32 Shelton Abraham  31 Bricklayer Read 
33 Shelton Rosa  18  Read Methodist 
34 Shelton Alfred  26 Farmer 
35 Shelton Priscilla  24 
36 Shelton Hannah  5 
37 Shelton Hertha  2 
38 Dunwoody Peter  19 Farmer Read & Write 
39 Dunwoody Frances  19  Read & Write 
40 Alexander Calvin  17  Read & Write 
41 Blakley Clarissa  60   Methodist 
42 Shelton Frances  40   Methodist 
43 Green David  45 Brickmaker 
44 Green Esther  33   Methodist 
45 Green Eliza  60   Methodist 
46 Green Isaac  40 Farmer  Methodist 
47 Green Emily  5 
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48 Breedlove Edoin  24 Laborer 
49 Harris Adeline  30   Baptist 
50 Harris Sarah  10 
51 Harris George  8 
52 Harris Robert  5 
53 Tate Major  45 Farmer 
54 Tate Mary  25 
55 Tate Harriet  11 
56 Tate Charles  9 
57 Tate Fannie  7 
58 Tate Ida  5 
59 Tate Major F. 3 
60 Tate Wiley  3 mo 
61 Harris John  21   Methodist 
62 Raglan Mary  48   Methodist 
63 Raglan Daniel  20 Farmer Read 
64 Raglan Eliza  16  Read 
65 Raglan Aquilla  13  Read 
66 Raglan William Henry 6 mo 
67 Wilson Chaney  60   Baptist 
68 Borders Shadrack  3 Farmer 
69 Borders Lavinia  21 
70 Borders Priscilla  48   Baptist 
71 Borders Harriet  16 
72 Borders Ida  13 
73 Perry Green  28 Farmer 
74 Perry Mahala  25 
6 
 
75 Perry Jane  11 
76 Perry Henry E. 8 
77 Perry Emina  5 
78 Perry Henrietta  4 mo 
79 Potter James  51 Farmer 
80 Potter Frances  45   Methodist 
81 Potter Richard  22 Farmer 
82 Johnson Hannah  30 
83 Jones Cary  29 Farmer Read 
84 Jones Martha  23 
85 Jones Frances  2 
86 Berry Albert  58 Farmer Read Methodist 
87 Abercrombie Chapman  47 Bridge Builder 
88 Abercrombie Elizabeth  34   Methodist 
89 Abercrombie Caroline  13  Read & Write 
90 Abercrombie Lula  11  Read & Write 
91 Abercrombie Sarah  7 
92 Abercrombie Sophia  5 
93 Abercrombie Rebecca  1 
94 Herron Alexander  45 Minister Read & Write Methodist 
95 Herron Catherine  35   Methodist 
96 Herron Cornelia  22  Read & Write Methodist 
97 Herron David McJ. 19  Read 
98 Herron John W. 19  read 
99 Herron Joseph  17 
100 Herron Abraham  16 
101 Herron Emma  13  Read 
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102 Herron Delia  12  Read 
103 Herron Robert  8   
104 Herron Henry T. 7 
105 Herron Matthew  5 
106 Herron Charles  1 
107 Howard Celia  60 
108 Howard Kitty  70   Baptist 
109 Irvy John  54 Farmer Read Baptist 
110 Irvy Martha  40   Baptist 
111 Irvy Simon  17 
112 Irvy David  13 
113 Irvy Elijah  9 
114 McAllister Mingo  57 Miller Read Presbyterian 
115 McAllister Louisa  62  Read Methodist 
116 Johnson Benjamin  25 Carpenter Read & Write Baptist 
117 Riley Joseph  39 Farmer 
118 Riley Maria  40   Methodist 
119 Riley Frances  22   Methodist 
120 Riley Seaborn  19 Farmer 
121 Riley Floyd  17 
122 Riley Nelson  15 
123 Riley Albertus  12 
124 Riley David  8 
125 Riley Alice  4 
126 Riley Howard  2 
127 Wright James  35 Farmer  Methodist 
128 Wright Mary  32   Methodist 
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129 Wright Lavinia  13 
130 Wright Martha  5 
131 Wright Emma  3 
132 Wright Antoinette  1 
133 Lewis William  47 Minister Read Baptist 
134 Lewis Chancey  53   Baptist 
135 Pierce Nelson  68 Farmer  Methodist 
136 Pierce Richard  32 Farmer 
137 Pierce Fanny  27   Methodist 
138 Pierce Emma  19   Methodist 
139 Pierce Mary  4 
140 Jones William  24 Farmer  Baptist 
141 King William  25 Farmer 
142 King Violet  34   Baptist 
143 King George  18 
144 King Frank  16 
145 King Charles  12 
146 King Jefferson  6 
147 King Cephas  4 
148 King Teresa  2 
149 Bell Henry  25 Farmer 
150 Bell Rosetta  19 
151 Trawick Jeremiah  Farmer Methodist 
152 Trawick Jane  22   Methodist 
153 Watson Emanuel  40 Farmer Read 
154 Watson Amanda  38   Baptist 
155 Watson Frances  17 
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156 Watson Watt  13 
157 Watson James  8 
158 Abraham Fanny  32   Methodist 
159 Carns Lucy  48   Baptist 
160 Carns Benjamin  17 
161 Carns Flora  16 
162 Carns Viry  13 
163 Carns Caroline  11 
164 Carns Anderson  8 
165 Carns Samuel  3 
166 Carns William B. 1 
167 Winston James  51 Farmer  Baptist 
168 Winston Lydia  35 
169 Winston Frances  11 
170 Winston Georgia  8 
171 Winston James  6 
172 Winston Sarah  4 
173 Winston Edmund  1 
174 Smith William  19 Farmer Read 
175 Smith William  20 Farmer 
176 Williams Violet  58 
177 Teasdale Katy  60 
178 Tomlin Jeremiah  58 Farmer  Methodist 
179 Tomin Charity  42   Methodist 
180 Green Alexander  22 Farmer 
181 Snow Lerick  51 Farmer  Methodist 
182 Snow Adaline  24 
10 
 
183 Snow Cyrus  7 
184 Snow Mahala  4 
185 Moore Eugene  24 Farmer  Baptist 
186 Moore Harriet  29 
187 Moore Walter  10 
188 Moore Janet  8 
189 Jones Samuel  20 Farmer 
190 Jones Leathy  65   Baptist 
191 Jones Nicey  16 
192 Jones Smith  17 
193 Jones Jesse  10 
194 Perry Edmund  21 Farmer 
195 Andrews Caswell  35 Farmer  Methodist 
196 Andrews Martha  35   Methodist 
197 Andrews Ann  13 
198 Marks Jeremiah  56 Farmer  Methodist 
199 Marks Margaret  29  
200 Marks James  13 
201 Marks Rayford  10 
202 Marks Lewis  8 
203 Marks Charles  7 
204 Marks Morris  6 
205 Marks Victoria  4 
206 Marks Laura  2 
207 Covington Warwick  31 Farmer Read 
208 Covington Dinah  19 
209 Covington Ella  2 
11 
 
210 Covington William  2 mo 
211 Jackson Andrew  29 Farmer 
212 Jackson Emily  23 
213 Jackson George  5 
214 McDaniel James  29 Farmer  Baptist 
215 McDaniel Mary  36 
216 McDaniel January  23 Farmer 
217 McDaniel Washington  22  Farmer 
218 McDaniel Jane  16 
219 McDaniel Milly  12 
220 McDaniel Martha  5 
221 Jones David  41 Farmer 
222 Jones Amy  27   Methodist 
223 Jones Susan  11 
224 Jones Rebecca  5 
225 Jones Peter  3 
226 Jones Franklin  1 
227 David Nathan  21 Farmer 
228 Carter Randall  20 Shoemaker Read 
229 Miller James  22 Bricklayer  Methodist 
230 Snell James  19 Laborer 
231 Howard Jacob  26 Farmer 
232 Howard Mary  21 
233 Howard Thomas  8 
234 Howard Henry  6 







In the fall of 2019, Columbus State University Geography Professor, Dr. Amada Rees, began a 
partnership with local historian and author Matt McDaniel to locate area descendants of the Columbus 
residents who emigrated to Liberia over 150 years ago.8 McDaniel has been researching this topic for 
many years and has written his master’s thesis on this topic and subsequent book.9 Also, his film 
company, Azilia Films, is working on a documentary entitled Liberia: An American-African Legacy.  
In September 2019, Dr. Rees and her students gathered oral histories from local residents about their 




8 Columbus State University History and Geography Department, “400th Anniversary of Slave Trade,” Facebook, 
August 16, 2019, https://www.facebook.com/pg/CSUHistoryGeo/posts/, accessed September 15, 2019. 
9 Matthew F. McDaniel, “Emigration to Liberia from the Chattahoochee Valley of Georgia and Alabama, 1853 – 
1903” (master’s thesis, Louisiana State University, 2007), 
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_theses/2818/, accessed September 15, 2019; Matthew F.K. McDaniel, 
Emigration to Liberia from the Chattahoochee Valley of Georgia and Alabama, 1853 – 1903 (Montgomery, AL: 
NewSouth Books, 2013). 
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Africans in Columbus: Frank Bambush and His Contemporaries 
By  




The Mott House (c. 2003), where native African and former slave Frank Bambush was enumerated in the 1870 
census, was a local landmark that remained standing until September 2014. The house burned to the ground in an 
early morning fire during renovations. Photo courtesy of the author.  
 
Despite the large number of African American slaves and a smattering of free blacks in 
antebellum Columbus, there were very few native Africans in the city. This is because the United States 
outlawed the importation of African slaves in 1808.10 While slavery persisted for more than fifty years 
afterwards, those engaging in the slave trade after that date were legally limited to buying and selling 
native-born blacks. The 1870 U.S. Federal Census, the first to list the birthplace of the former slaves, 
shows only six native Africans, all men, living in Muscogee County. They were Jacob Rutherford, age 94; 
Jack Allen, age 85; Harrison Robison, age 82; Jacob Walker, age 68; Peter Howard, age 63 and Frank 
Bambush, age 23. The first five of these men were all born prior to the 1808 change in the law. How, 
then, is the appearance of the sixth, young Frank Bambush, explained? Examining Bambush’s unlikely 
 
10 An Act of March 2, 1807, 9th Congress, 2nd Session, 2 STAT 426, to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves in Any Port 
or Place within the Jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the First Day of January 1808; 
  https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7873517, accessed November 12, 2018. 
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story sheds light on both a fascinating episode in American history and life within Columbus’s African 
American community during the turbulent Reconstruction era. 
A former slave, Bambush died in 1874 while only in his twenties. During his short life, however, 
Bambush found himself involved in some significant historical events and was associated with some of 
the most influential citizens of Columbus. In the 1870 census he was listed as residing in the household 
of Randolph Mott. In that document, Bambush appears at the end of a list of nineteen occupants of the 
Mott household which included eleven black and mulatto employees and two black children. Randolph 
Lawler Mott, a prominent businessman in Columbus, served as president of the Palace Mill and as a 
director of the Muscogee Railroad Company and had extensive holdings in both Alabama and Georgia. 
The 1860 U.S. Federal Census enumerated eighty-one slaves owned by Mott in Alabama and twenty-two 
in Georgia. This included one unnamed twelve-year-old male in Muscogee County who could very well be 
Bambush. He was born around 1847, making him about eleven or twelve years old when he was 
kidnapped and sold into slavery in 1858. He came to America aboard the Wanderer, a racing yacht that 
had been outfitted for the illegal slave trade.11  
 
The Wanderer prior to being used to transport slaves. Courtesy of the Naval Historical Center. 
  
 
11 Tom Henderson Wells, The Slave Ship Wanderer (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2009). Several authors have 
written about the Wanderer over the years. In addition to Wells, Erik Calonius authored the most recent book on the 
topic to be published, The Wanderer: The Last American Slave Ship (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2006). While both 
try to make the case that the Wanderer was the last successful slave ship, research shows that the Clotilda deserves 
the title, successfully landing over one hundred Africans near Mobile in July 1860. See “Last American Slave Ship 
Discovered in Alabama,”  https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/2019/05/clotilda-the-last-american-slave-ship-
found-in-alabama/  accessed September 11, 2019; “The ‘Clotilda’ The Last Known Slave Ship To Arrive In The U.S., 
Is Found https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/clotilda-last-known-slave-ship-arrive-us-found-
180972177/ accessed September 11, 2019; “Alabama Historians: The Last Known Slave Ship Has Been Found,” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/us/clotilda-slave-ship-alabama.html, accessed September 11, 2019. 
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The Wanderer started out as a pleasure craft on Long Island, New York in 1857. It measured 104 
feet long with a beam of 26.5 feet. It had a unique hull design which allowed it to race through the water 
at speeds of up to twenty knots, easily enough to outrun most contemporary steamships. This meant that 
it was able to escape most of the ships assigned to patrol African waters in search of slavers. Following a 
cruise from New York to New Orleans by way of Charleston, South Carolina and Brunswick, Georgia, 
owner John Johnson decided to sell the boat to William Corrie of Charleston. One of the few signs that 
the Wanderer might be a slaver was the unusually large water tanks installed after the sale. However, 
when inspected in New York following its sale to Corrie, it had no handcuffs, huge cooking pots, lumber 
for extra decks or large supplies of rice and beans. In short, there was insufficient evidence that she was 
a slaver.12 
Corrie was thought to be working for Charles Augustus Lafayette (C. A. L.) Lamar, whom 
members of the press later speculated to be the actual owner of the craft.13 C. A. L. Lamar was the son 
of Gazaway Bugg Lamar, one of the richest men in the South. His second middle name derived from the 
fact that as a baby he had been baptized in the arms of the Marquis de Lafayette.14 Unlike most of his 
family, including his father, Charles was a forceful advocate of reopening the slave trade. He tried several 
times to land slaves from Africa. One attempt involved bringing African immigrants as apprentices to get 
around the slave laws. Observers, even fellow Southerners and his own family members, looked on his 
efforts with disdain. The Secretary of the U.S. Treasury, former Speaker of the House and Governor of 
Georgia, Howell Cobb, denied Lamar clearance to land the ship. In a letter to Lamar, Cobb expressed his 
opinion that the law did not distinguish between African slaves and apprentices.15 His disillusioned father, 
Gazaway Lamar was quoted as saying, “…I am not on Charley’s side in the controversy with Mr. Cobb  – 
& I have repeatedly told him his errors – but he is so impulsive, & so crazy on that Negro question – that 





12 Wells, 12. 
13 “C.L.A. Lamar,” Chicago Tribune, March 24, 1859, 2. 
14 Wells, 3. 
15 Ibid., 7. Lamar published a pamphlet in 1858 entitled The Reply of C. A. L. Lamar of Savannah, Georgia, to the 
Letter of Hon. Howell Cobb, Secretary of Treasury of the United States, Refusing a Clearance to the Ship Richard 
Cobden, where he reported the details of his correspondence. 
16 Wells, 5. Coincidentally, Cobb was also the husband of Mary Ann Lamar Cobb, a relative of Charles (Wells, 4).  In 
The Wanderer: The Last America Slave Ship, Calonius incorrectly identifies her as C.A.L. Lamar’s aunt. She was 
definitely not his aunt (she would have had to have been Gazaway Bugg Lamar’s sister) and probably no closer than 
a 2nd cousin. 
16 
 
    
Left: Randolph Lawler Mott (1799 -1881) from The Last Battle of the Civil War , by Charles J. Swift and Right: 
Charles Augustus Lafayette Lamar (1824-1865) Courtesy of Wikipedia.org. 
 
After leaving New York, the ship headed to Charleston where she acquired additional slaving gear 
including tin cups, pans, wooden spoons and 12,000 gallons of water. From there, Corrie said the craft 
was headed to Trinidad and St. Helena. Instead, he made a beeline for the coast of Africa and the Congo 
River. The slave decks were installed while anchored along the African coast. The details of the actual 
transaction are unknown but the ship picked up over 400 slaves in October 1858 at the mouth of the 
Congo River, brought from the interior.17 Descriptions of the Africans on board mention that most of 
them were boys aged twelve to fifteen years and most also had filed teeth with some having facial or 
chest tribal tattoos.18 Bambush’s age fit those mentioned, but no physical description of him exists to say 
whether or not he had filed teeth or tattoos. 
 
17 Wells, 14. 




No photographs of Frank Bambush exist but this Congolese man (Ota Benga, c. 1904) with sharpened teeth may be 
a fair representation of how Bambush would have appeared when he arrived in Columbus.  
Courtesy of Wikipedia Commons. 
 
The ship arrived at Jekyll Island, Georgia, on November 28, 1858. A pilot guided the Wanderer to 
a secluded area where the captives disembarked in the early hours of the next morning. Bambush would 
have landed on Jekyll Island along with the rest of the human cargo, including an older brother. At some 
point, Mott took possession of Bambush. The rest of the slaves met their fate at plantations in South 
Carolina and Georgia where stories of the absconded Africans began to spread.19 The novelty of imported 
“bona fide,” “live” Africans turned the captives into curiosities. Lamar rode through the streets of 
Savannah in an open carriage with one of them.20 It is tempting to think that it might have been Frank 
Bambush. The talk of Africans eventually caught the attention of the authorities and led to charges 
against several participants for piracy, the importation of slaves, and other offenses. In one of those 
cases, U.S. v. Randolph Mott, Mott faced the charge of “holding an African negro boy,” who was 
undoubtedly Frank Bambush.21 
The first arrests in the affair were some of the crew caught in Savannah, most of them Spanish, 
in December 1858. They were held on piracy charges and not eligible for bail.22 The trials played out in a 
Savannah courtroom. Newspapers across the country carried dispatches from the Savannah papers with 
details of what transpired in “The Wanderer Affair.” On June 5, 1860, however, most of the cases ended 
 
19 “African Negroes Landed in Georgia!,” Columbus Enquirer, December 13, 1858, 2. 
20 “Lamar and One of His Africans,” Brooklyn Evening Star, April 1, 1859, 2. 
21 “The Slave Wanderer’s Negroes,” New Orleans Times-Picayune, April 21, 1859, 4. 
22 “The Slave Trade – The Wanderer,” Augusta Chronicle, December 14, 1858, 2. 
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abruptly.23 The prosecution, under District Attorney Couper, entered a “nolle prosequi,” meaning he 
declined to continue the prosecution of the cases involving Lamar, Mott and the others due to, among 
other things, insufficiency of evidence against the defendants. Those defendants, unlike their African 
captives, were then free men.  
While serving as Mott’s slave, Bambush supposedly witnessed the death of Lamar, the man 
responsible for his involuntary immigration. According to General William Tecumseh Sherman, Lamar held 
a distinguished place in the history of the Civil War as “the last Confederate killed in the late war.”24 It 
happened on the night of April 16, 1865 during the last major military engagement of the Civil War, 
known locally as the “Last Battle of the Civil War.” The month before, General James Harrison Wilson left 
Gravelly Springs in northern Alabama with his Cavalry Corps of the Department of the Mississippi.  After 
successfully leading a cavalry raid through Alabama, capturing Selma, Tuscaloosa and Montgomery, 
Wilson set his sights on Columbus, what he called the “last great manufacturing place and storehouse of 
the Confederacy.”25 
Arriving early in the afternoon, the Union forces were met by local Confederates, under the 
command of none other than former Treasury Secretary Howell Cobb. A night attack was planned and 
carried out by one of Wilson’s top generals, Emory Upton. The climax of the battle occurred at the 
Franklin Street (now 14th Street) bridge between Girard, Alabama, and Columbus, Georgia. The 
Confederate troops scattered as they poured out of the covered bridge with the Union forces in hot 
pursuit. Confederate Colonel C.A.L. Lamar attempted to rally the troops at the foot of the bridge, a few 
yards from the home of Randolph Mott. As Bambush possibly watched from the shadows, the owner of 
his slave ship and the man principally responsible for the Wanderer affair was shot from his horse. When 
Lamar collapsed, so did the southern resistance and the city of Columbus fell to the Union. April 16 was 
Easter Sunday in 1865 and also emancipation day for the African American population who awoke that 
morning as slaves but went to sleep that night free.    
The leader of the Union troops, General James Harrison Wilson, took up residence at the Mott 
house after the battle. Mott was a known Unionist who claimed that his property had never left the Union 
and that the U.S. flag had flown within the home’s cupola during the war. In the days following the 
battle, the Union soldiers burned the mills, factories, and Confederate supplies found in the city, except 
those belonging to Mott. Wilson left for Macon on April 18 only to find that a truce had been declared 
while Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston negotiated his surrender to Union General William T. 
Sherman in North Carolina, ending the war for Georgia on April 26. According to Columbus historian 
Charles J. Swift, Wilson wanted to take Bambush with him when he left Columbus for Macon. In his 
 
23 “Last of the Wanderer Trials,” Pittsburgh Gazette, June 6, 1860, 2. 
24 “The Last Confederate Killed,” Notes and Comments, North American Review, Vol. 0143, Is. 361, Dec. 1886, 647.  
25 Daniel Bellware, “The Last Battle. Period. Really,” Civil War Times Illustrated, Vol. XLII, No. 1, April, 2003, 50. 
19 
 
telling, Mott had explained that the Emancipation Proclamation had freed Bambush to decide for himself 
whether to stay or leave town with the Yankees. He elected to stay with Mott.26  
 
   
Major Generals James Harrison Wilson (left) and Howell Cobb (right). Photos courtesy of the Library of Congress. 
 
After the war, Bambush stayed on in Mott’s employ as a domestic servant until shortly before the 
spring of 1874. By that time, he had moved to a suburb north of Columbus known as Northern Liberties, 
living on Oglethorpe Street, what is now First Avenue. Northern Liberties encompassed the area north of 
17th Street, south of 21st and west of 4th Avenue.27 Bambush earned a living as a common laborer but 
he also joined the newly formed and only “colored fire company” in Columbus, known as Washington Fire 
Company No. 2.28  This fire company started with the transfer of forty-eight experienced brakemen from 
disbanded Companies Nos. 2 and 3 and an old hand engine from Fire Company No. 1, as well as the 
furnished engine house.29 The organization of the company began in December of 1872 and it started 
operations in early 1873. It is interesting to note that prior to the disbanding of those companies and 
transfer of the brakemen, those companies would have included both white and black firemen. The 
limited occasions for African Americans to gain recognition in the wider community made every 
opportunity to do so important. The Washington Fire Company No. 2 provided one of those opportunities 
that, time and again, gave them reason to be proud. 
 
26 Charles J. Swift, The Last Battle of the Civil War (Columbus: Gilbert Printing Co., 1915), 27. 
27 “Columbus Has Grown From 2.3 To 12.62 Square Miles During Nine Annexations,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, 
October 17, 1953, 5. 
28 “Organization of the Colored Fire Company,” Columbus Daily Sun, December 11, 1872, 3. 
29 “Colored Fire Company,” Columbus Daily Sun, December 4, 1872, 4 and “Proceedings of Council,” Columbus Daily 





Hand Engine of the type that the Washington Fire Company No. 2 would have used. Photo courtesy of the 
Saskatchewan Council for Archives and Archivists (SCAA) http://digital.scaa.sk.ca/gallery/fire/history.htm. 
 
In the short time that Bambush was associated with it, the Washington Fire Company No. 2 
undertook several noteworthy activities. On May 12, 1873, the company participated in the Fireman’s 
Gala in Columbus. Their uniforms were described in reports as white pants, red shirts trimmed in blue, 
black caps with a red front and white belts.30 The officers of the company included W. G. Hoskins, 
president; Jack Brooks, vice president; Toney Jenkins, foreman; George Matthews, assistant; John Davis, 
secretary; John Bell, treasurer, John Bird, foreman and hose; and Monroe Sims, assistant. Bambush is 
listed among the members as was another comrade, Dennis Holland.31 The Gala was a competition 
between all the fire companies to see who would outperform their peers in contests of speed and skill. 
The Washington No. 2 received a silver pitcher for its third place finish at the banquet that followed at 
the Rankin Hotel. The company made an excursion to Montgomery on June 10 to raise money to improve 
their engine room. The mayor and aldermen of the city were invited to go along. The company returned 
to Columbus with a couple of silver cups for their efforts.32 On June 15 they were recognized for being 
the first to put water on a historic house fire downtown. The fire at the two-story home of Joseph 
Hanserd on Broad just north of 12th Street began with a lightning strike.33 Mrs. Hanserd was the former 
Mary Bethune whose father was the owner and manager of “Blind Tom” Wiggins. The Hanserd house 
survived the blaze and became the clubhouse for the Muscogee Club in 1890. 
In December of 1873, Washington No. 2 buried a member of the Company, Dennis Holland. He 
lived on Front Street, south of 11th Street with his wife Sarah and three sons; Isaiah, Robert and Philip 
and according to the 1870 census was able to read and write, unlike many of his contemporaries. In 
addition to the Fire Company, his community service included Sunday School Superintendent at the 
 
30 “Our Firemen, A Gala Day in Columbus!” Columbus Daily Enquirer, May 13, 1873, 3. 
31 Ibid. 
32 “Return of Washington No. 2,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, June 13, 1873, 3. 
33 “Struck by Lightning,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, June 15, 1873, 3. 
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Methodist Church.34 His death notice said he worked at the Alabama Warehouse as a cotton sampler and 
praised him as “well-known and respected” and that “he made friends among white and black people.”35  
He had been the slave of Lloyd G. Bowers who reportedly “ministered to his necessities while sick and 
attended his funeral when dead.”36  
 
The Hanserd home, saved with the help of the Washington No. 2 Fire Co. Photo courtesy of the Columbus Museum. 
 
Frank Bambush met his own end at the young age of twenty-seven, in a boating mishap on the 
Chattahoochee River on May 1, 1874.37 He had joined two other African Americans; John Sparks and Pat 
Martin to collect driftwood above City Mills near Lover’s Leap. Sparks is probably the same man listed as 
a mulatto cobbler and husband of Frances in the 1870 census of Muscogee County. He would have also 
been a neighbor of Bambush in Northern Liberties. Martin appears to be the son of James Martin, an 
omnibus driver who with his wife Margaret was also listed in the 1870 census. His age of eleven in that 
census would be consistent with the newspaper account listing Pat Martin as fifteen in 1874.  
While maneuvering the boat, Sparks and Martin decided to change positions. This rocked the 
boat, spooking Bambush and causing him to abandon ship. This upset the boat further, making the 
vessel capsize. When the boat flipped, Sparks and Martin were dumped into the Chattahoochee. Sparks 
was able to swim to shore but Martin and Bambush disappeared beneath the water’s surface. Martin’s 
body reappeared three weeks later, with only a slight amount of decomposition noted. According to 
reports, “a coffin was procured and the remains carried immediately to the cemetery where they were 
interred.”38 On the other hand, Bambush’s body did not appear for another two weeks and by then, his 
decomposition was extensive. The reports of Bambush’s recovery were more severe, “The corpse was a 
 
34 “Correction,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, May 24, 1870, 3. 
35 “Death of a Colored Fireman,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, December 6, 1873, 4. 
36 Ibid. 
37 “River Batteau Sinks – Two Negroes Drown – One Swims Out,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, May 1, 1874, 4. 
38 “Body Found – A Watery Grave for Twenty Two Days,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, May 22, 1874, 4. 
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mass of putrefaction. It was hastily thrust into a box and buried.”39  This was the unceremonious end to 
Frank Bambush’s short life story. Bambush was complimented for his development as a young man in the 
only contemporaneous description of him in existence. According to the article on the boating accident 
that killed him, Bambush was recognized as having “acquired a good deal of intelligence” as opposed to 
when he arrived from Africa when he was described as “ignorant and barbarous.”40 In the few years 
between 1858 and 1874, Frank Bambush made the transition from a young boy running through the 
African jungle to a slave for the Mott family and finally, a freedman and productive member of a bustling 
community of the American South.  
Not all African Americans in Columbus made the transition from slavery as smoothly as Bambush 
seems to have done. The post-Civil War South was a difficult place to live for most of the newly freed 
population. In fact, around this same time, it was not unheard of to find American-born ex-slaves leaving 
their native land for the unknown of Africa. Hopes were high that a better life awaited across the sea. 
The Chattahoochee Valley contributed a significant portion of emigrants to Liberia. The African 
Colonization Society had more so-called Americo-Liberian emigrants from the Chattahoochee Valley than 
from any other location after the Civil War.41 The vast majority of Freedmen, however, opted to stay. 
 
   
Jack Allen’s July 5, 1867 voter registration and the cover of the November 16, 1867 Harper’s Weekly  
with A. R. Waud’s drawing “The First Vote.” 
 
Jack Allen, one of the other Africans enumerated in the 1870 census in Columbus, was born on 
that continent around 1785. Brought to America as a slave in his youth, he gained his freedom as an old 
man after the Civil War. In 1867 he was able to take part in something that a few short years before 
 
39 “Body Found,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, June 7, 1874, 3. 
40 “River Batteau Sinks – Two Negroes Drown – One Swims Out,” Columbus Daily Enquirer, May 1, 1874, 4. 
41 Matthew McDaniel, Emigration to Liberia From the Chattahoochee Valley of Georgia and Alabama, 1853-1903 (New 
South Books: Montgomery, AL, 2013), 4. 
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would have seemed impossible. At the age of 82, Jack registered to vote in the election for delegates to 
the Georgia state constitutional convention. The cover of the Harper’s Weekly of November 16, 1867 
included the illustration entitled “The First Vote” showing African Americans exercising their franchise. It 
is easy to imagine that the old gentleman casting his ballot is Mr. Allen. What became of Jack Allen is 
unknown. The census of 1880 lists only two Africans in Muscogee County. Lewis Tailor debuts at age 73 
and Jacob Rutherford appears again, this time at age 104. Without a doubt, the abducted Africans, 
whether on the Wanderer or not, found their prospects extremely limited after boarding a slave ship. 
While most did not find the independence achieved by Frank Bambush, some did manage to survive long 





























This tattered and faded carte-de-visite is the only known surviving image of Daniel Collins, a pioneering  
resident of early Girard, Alabama. Courtesy of the author, edited by James E. Gates. 
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     Obituaries normally provide a window 
into an individual’s life. Some obituaries 
also tell the story of the time and place in 
which that individual lived. Dan Collins’ 
obituary does both, giving us a look at 
western expansion through the frontier 
towns of Columbus, Georgia and Girard, 
Alabama. 
     Collins was born in Cheraw, South 
Carolina in 1824, the son of Charles 
Collins, a native of Gloucester, 
Massachusetts and Lindymiry Edwards, a 
native of James River, Virginia. In 1834, at 
the age of ten, Dan arrived in the 
Columbus/Girard area with his family. His 
obituary describes the area as being “on 
the borders of civilization.” 1 Collins’s 
brother James, in an 1889 interview with 
the Troy Messenger, pointed out that: 
“Their destination was Benton, now 
Calhoun County, Alabama, but on arriving 
at Columbus, Georgia, they learned that 
Indian troubles were brewing and 




An account of the funeral of Mr. Collins, which appeared  
in the Columbus Enquirer-Sun on April 24, 1901. 
 
     Traveling through Columbus to get to Benton (Calhoun) County, Alabama, from Cheraw, South 
Carolina does not, on the surface, make sense. Staying in Girard because there was Indian trouble in 
 
1 Dan Collins obituary, cut from a local newspaper and pasted in a Columbus City Directory used as a 
family scrapbook. This document is currently in the possession of the author and is hereafter cited as the 
Scrapbook Obituary. There are no preserved physical or digitized copies of this issue of the newspaper in 
which it appeared. 
2 Interview with James Collins, initially printed in the Troy Messenger in 1889 and re-published in the 
Papers of the Pike County Historical Society, Volume 7 (Pike County Historical Society: Troy, AL, 1968). 
26 
 
Benton is equally puzzling. This route was not the shortest or the safest route and there were also 
conflicts between the earlier settlers and the Creek Indians in this part of Alabama. In his interview with 
the Messenger, James Collins described how six Indians were hanged near the creek in Girard for 
ambushing a stage on the Federal Road and killing “the driver and all of the passengers except one.” He 
also recalled how “… often the family would have to arise in the night and make haste to the Georgia side 
of the river, the ringing of the bells the signal to flee.” 3 One of Collins’s great-grandchildren later 
described how the local Creeks would often verbalize their firm belief that Girard “…would wash away as 
a curse for (their land) being taken from them.” 4 
     Understanding Charles Collin’s background does not provide an exact answer as to why he traveled 
this way in 1834, but it does provides some clues. Cheraw, where Charles had come from, was also 
where craftsman John Godwin had lived and worked prior to arriving in Columbus in 1832. Godwin 
ventured to the city to build an Ithiel Town-style lattice bridge across the Chattahoochee River. Charles, a 
carpenter, was originally from New England where the lattice style of covered bridge had been 
developed. Noted bridge builder Ithiel Town introduced his method of bridge building to the South in 
1824, when he supervised the building of a bridge on the Pee Dee River in Cheraw. Town’s work in 
Cheraw significantly impacted Godwin, both in his knowledge of construction methods and the direction 
of his career.5 An understanding of how to build a lattice-style bridge might explain why Charles moved 
from New England to Cheraw and the possibility that he already had a working relationship with John 
Godwin might explain why he traveled this way and remained for a period of time. 
     This possibility is supported by the knowledge that Charles Collins eventually left Girard to become a 
bridge keeper in Tallapoosa County, Alabama, sometime between 1840 and 1850. John Godwin and 
Horace King had built a bridge at Tallassee in Tallapoosa County in 1837 for landowners who had also 
moved to Alabama from the Cheraw area.6 This bridge was severely damaged during the “Harrison 
Freshet,” a flood which coincided with the inauguration of president William Henry Harrison in 1841.7 It 
was rebuilt by Horace King, most likely in 1845.8 
       Dan Collins was the only descendent of Charles to permanently remain in Girard. His obituaries 
describe him as a successful and respected man who witnessed, and was part of, the significant growth 
that occurred in the surrounding area. One obituary notes that he was “… one of Girard’s most prominent 
 
3 Interview with James Collins. 
4 Handwritten note, found on a picture of houses built by Dan Collins, currently in possession of the 
author. 
5 John S. Lupold and Thomas L. French Jr., Bridging Deep South Rivers: The Life of Horace King (Athens: 
The University of Georgia Press, 2004), 20. 
6 Charles Pattillo, Carolina Planters on the Alabama Frontier (Montgomery, Alabama: New South Books, 
2011), 287. 
7 “Old Recollections,” Columbus Enquirer-Sun, April 21, 1895.  
8 Pattillo, Carolina Planters, 281. 
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and progressive citizens up to the time of his death.” 9 Another obituary states that: “He was well known 
and well liked by the residents of the three cities, and is a landmark who will be sadly missed.” 10 They 
also tell of the tremendous difficulties that had to be overcome living there and describe how, in the end, 
he had to accept the fact that his dream of Girard becoming an industrial rival to Columbus would never 
be realized.11   
 
 
1837 map of the southeast by J. Olney showing the Cheraw region of South Carolina, Benton County, Alabama, and 
Columbus. Courtesy of the David Rumsey Map Collection. 
 
  
         
 
 
9 Scrapbook Obituary. 
10 Columbus Enquirer-Sun, April 24, 1901. Hereafter referred to as the Enquirer-Sun Obituary.  




The Columbus and Girard waterfront, with Godwin and King’s covered bridge in the background, as it might have 
appeared at Collin’s time. Pont de Columbus, by Francis de la Porte, Collection of the Columbus Museum,  
Courtesy of the Columbus Museum. 
 
         After his arrival in the region in the 1830s, Dan Collins built a home for his family in Girard, where 
it still stands today. While he remained in Girard the rest of his life, he would actually work across the 
river most of his career. Early on, he worked as a pattern maker, within the Columbus Iron Works 
organization. A Columbus Daily Enquirer article in 1865 noted that he was “… capable of bringing out of 
wood a pattern of the most exquisite and difficult draught, from the common cooking utensil to the 
ponderous steam cylinder.” The author further stated that: “Truly it is a pleasure to view the beautiful 
workmanship of his hands.” 12 For many years thereafter he ran a fixture manufacturing business located 
across from Empire Mills at the corner of Front and Thomas, now 9th Street. According to the city 
directory and advertisements he placed in the local newspapers, he and his sons produced furniture, 
blinds, doors, sashes, and similar wooden products.13  
 
12 Columbus Daily Enquirer, November 21, 1865, 3. 
13 Columbus City Directory: 1873-74; Columbus Sunday Enquirer, October 10, 1873, 2; Columbus Sunday 
Enquirer, April 2, 1876, 2. 
29 
 
     Dan Collins was also credited with participating in the building of virtually every steamboat 
constructed in Columbus during the years of his career.14 His skills in building steamboats were not 
limited to carpentry. In 1869, he was granted a patent for an improvement in the balance valve used in 
steam engines.15 The last steamboat he built was the Bessie Clary. He was both engineer and builder of 
that vessel, which he designed uniquely to function when water levels on the river were low.16 
 
Steamboat Bessie Clary, from Perilous Journeys: A History of Steamboating on the Chattahoochee,  
Apalachicola, and Flint Rivers, 1828-1928, by Edward A. Mueller. 
 
     As a resident of Girard, Collins was involved in creating a functioning town out of what had been the 
home of the Creeks as well as the outlaws who took advantage of this frontier territory as a refuge from 
the legal processes that had been established across the river in Georgia. In 1834, the same year Collins 
arrived with his family, the Irish stage actor Tyrone Power traveled through the area, describing it as:  
 
                       “… a wild-looking village, scattered through the edge of the 
                       forest, bearing the unattractive name of Sodom [just south of  
                      what became Girard]; few of its denizens were yet stirring; they  
                      are composed chiefly of ‘minions o’ the moon,’ outlaws from the  
 
14 Scrapbook Obituary. 
15 Collins, Daniel, U.S. Patent No. US 94566, September 7, 1869. 
16 Columbus-Enquirer Sun, February 8, 1898, 8.  
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                      neighboring States. Gamblers, and other desperate men, here find  
                      security from their numbers, and from the vicinity of a thinly inhabited  
                      Indian country, whose people hold them in terror, yet dare not refuse 
                      them a hiding-place.”17 
 
     Taming this frontier was a very difficult task but it was not the most frustrating battle Collins and his 
fellow Girard pioneers faced. Men like Stephen Ingersoll and John Godwin worked hard to create an 
industrial base on the Alabama side of the river. Among their many endeavors, Godwin built a warehouse 
at the mouth of Holland Creek and Ingersoll built an early dam and mill on the Alabama side of the 
Chattahoochee, just north of the current pedestrian bridge at 14th Street.18 Unfortunately for these 
entrepreneurs, the high water mark on the Alabama side of the Chattahoochee had been legally 
established as the Georgia border, in effect bringing the Girard waterfront under the jurisdiction of 
another state. Then, in 1840, the state of Georgia granted Columbus the right to sell what were referred 
to as the “Water Lots” on the city’s riverfront. The purchasers of these lots were given all rights 
associated with the lots, extending across the river to the high water mark on the western bank.19 These 
entrepreneurs, mostly Columbusites, became diligent in their commitment to controlling how the river 
was used. Subsequently, Godwin and his partners were denied the right to build a steamboat dock on the 
river, rendering his warehouse useless, except as a religious meeting place. As early as 1838, he allowed 
a Methodist congregation, including Collins’s wife, to meet in this building. They continued meeting there 
until 1851, when they built a permanent church building.20  
     In return for being sold the Water Lots in Columbus, the initial owners were obligated to build a 
raceway and dam designed to move the flow of the Chattahoochee from the Alabama side of the river to 
the Columbus riverbank, allowing mills to be constructed there. Eventually, this effort led to another 
conflict over control of the river, this one centering on the operation of Ingersoll’s mill. Ingersoll’s use of 
the river was challenged in the courts of both Georgia and Alabama until it was finally resolved in favor of 
Columbus by the U.S. Supreme Court during their December session of 1851. “The Court affirmed that 
only the Georgia riverbank owners enjoyed riparian rights. Unable to use the river, Girard never became 
a commercial or manufacturing center; it remained a suburb or a bedroom community rather than a rival 
to Columbus.” 21 
 
17 Jeffrey C. Benton, The Very Worst Road: Travelers Accounts of Crossing Alabama’s Old Creek Indian 
Territory, 1820-1847 (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1998), 86. 
18 Lupold and French, Bridging Deep South Rivers, 74. 
19 Act of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, passed at Annual Session in November/December, 
1840: Vol. 1,187. 
20 Harold Coulter, A People Courageous: A History of Phenix City, Alabama. (Columbus: Howard Printing 
Company, 1976), 329-330. 
21 Lupold and French, Bridging Deep South Rivers, 74. 
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     This decision was the final blow to the dreams of the settlers of Girard. One of Dan Collins’ obituaries 
states that: “Mr. Collins has seen the endeavor of Girard to outrival Columbus as a city and has seen her 
become an important suburb of her one-time rival.” 22 Another obituary, states that: “Mr. Collins was 
always a firm believer in the future of Girard and only in recent years did he give up the idea, even 
though still hoping to see it become an important town.” 23 
     Today, many of the industrial structures on the Georgia side of the river are proudly preserved. The 
Alabama side is also preserved but in its natural state, which is beautiful, but in stark contrast to the 

















22 Enquirer-Sun Obituary. 








In several past issues of Muscogiana, I shared news about the upcoming renovation project at the 
Columbus State University Schwob Library. Today I am pleased to share that the Archives portion of the 
renovation project is completed and we are fully moved into our new facilities on the ground floor of the 
Library. During the transition, we were closed for approximately a month while we moved our collections 
from the third floor to the ground floor. We are now reopened and ready to receive visitors again. All are 
welcome to come explore our collections any time during our normal operating hours: Monday – Friday 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM; 1:00 PM-5:00 PM. Please also save the date for our formal open house reception: 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019. More information will be forthcoming soon. I look forward to seeing all of 
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David Williams. Georgia’s Civil War: Conflict on the Home Front. (Macon: Mercer University 
Press, 2017), 284 pp.  
 
 
     Georgia’s Civil War: Conflict on the Home Front attempts to 
explain Confederate defeat as a product of civilian disaffection with 
the war effort as much as any battlefield losses. Using Georgia’s 
traumatic wartime experience—filled with differing opinions on 
secession, class-based societal tension, civilian suffering and 
deprivations, and disruption and destruction brought about by 
military action—as a microcosm of the broader Confederacy’s, 
author David Williams argues that what happened on the homefront 
must be contemplated if we are to understand how and why the 
Civil War took the course it did. The book is a compelling piece of 
scholarship in which readers of Muscogiana will find much of 
interest.  
     The book is the most recent by Williams, former Valdosta State 
University professor and leading state historian. Over the course of his distinguished career he has 
become a nationally-recognized authority on the Civil War era and a familiar face in local history in the 
Columbus area. Williams has published over ten books on Georgia and Southern history, including the 
landmark Rich Man’s War: Class, Caste and Confederate Defeat in the Lower Chattahoochee Valley, which 
focused exclusively on the wartime civilian experience in this area. In that book and other related 
writings, most notably Bitterly Divided: The South’s Inner Civil War, Williams has continued to develop a 
theme of internal societal tension as part and parcel of Confederate defeat and supported the position by 
a proverbial mountain of evidence. Georgia’s Civil War brings decades of research into this topic to bear 
in a special statewide study which paints a picture of a society strained to its breaking point by a 
devastating war.  
     Williams takes a loosely chronological approach to his study of Georgia’s home front story, evaluating 
division of opinion over secession and progressive weakening support for the war as well as the pervasive 
class conflict and economic hardships which the war accentuated. Covering everything from local politics 
to troop recruitment even as he details the defining military campaigns which ravaged Georgia, Williams 
chronicles a state in turmoil and riven by deep internal divisions which played out in a number of ways 
that adversely influenced morale and at times sabotaged the Confederate cause. Every nook and corner 
of the state figures into the narrative, from the Chattahoochee Valley to the Atlantic Coast, and from the 
34 
 
Piney Woods to Blue Ridge. The result is a unique, comprehensive portrait of a war-torn state rocked to 
its foundations by the demands of a cataclysmic war to which the population was never universally 
committed.  
     Readers of Muscogiana will take special notice of his treatment of the Columbus area in the pages of 
the book. They will find a few familiar stories in William’s narrative (the house that “never left the union” 
and an infamous bread riot stand out), and information on such diverse topics as the functioning of the 
city’s industrial complex, local Confederate troop recruitment efforts, unionism, and civilian shortages and 
unrest. All of these are treated in passing, however, and more fully fleshed out in Rich Man’s War. 
William’s scope is broader here, but Georgia’s Civil War is nonetheless helpful in placing the local Civil 
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